
No Shortage of Foodstuffs
Likely.

The United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture issued the
following statement on Febru-
ary 17:

The 1914 wheat crop of the
United States was estimated to
be 891,000,000 bushels. The es-

timated surplus carried over
from the 1913 crop was about
76.000.000 bushels. There was
therefore, a total available sup--j
ply of 967,000,000 bushels. As

the normal annual per capita
consumption of wheat in the'
TTnifirt Rtntps is n limit K.il hush

els. 520,000,000 bushels should
, i j,i..-,- .

quirements for food ; in addition,
Ort nftf ftflft ViiicVipk nrp rpmiirprl

'
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dred and ten million bushels,
Viovofnrp cVinnlH snnrtlv thp nor.

mal domestic demand. This
would leave a surplus of 357,'
ftftfl nnn ViiijVip1 Of this Riir.

plus, about 210,000,000 bushels
pvnnrfpH Vw jonnnrv so.

left 147,000,000 bushels, or 40,- -

000,000 bushels more than our
average annual export for the
past five years, for export be- -

tween February 1 and the ap- -

pearance of the new crop, or for
carrying over into the next crop
year. The amount is sufficient
to permit the export of nearly
1,000,000 bushels a day until
July 1, before which time the
new crop will begin to be avail-

able. This is about the average
recent exportation.

The large demand for our
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wheat arises from the fact that'
there was an estimated world's!
shortage of over 400,000,000!
bushels outside of the United!
States, from the fact that the

j Russian exportable surplus of
100,000,000 bushels is not avail-- i
able generally, and from the fact
that the belligerent nations are
eager to secure food supplies. If

jit were not for these things, we
should be discussing ways and
means of disposing of our tre-

mendous surplus of food pro-
ducts.

As has been stated, the new
American crop will begin to ap- -

,P.ear befo.re The Argf,n
line crop is now coming on the
market. It is estimated that
from that source there will be a--

vailable 1,000,000,000 bushels A

surPl"s of 75,000,000 bushels or
more from India will be available
n "d June-- . The increase

in the tall-sow- n wheat acreage
of the United States in 1914 was
11.1 per cent, or over 4,000,000
acres ! In the Northern Hemis- -

Phee generally the acreage of
ter Jft shows an increase

f fr.om 3 to 33 Per cent' as fo1"

Per cen

Denmark 3

Italy 5

Switzerland 10

United Kingdom 10

United States 11

India 22
Canada 33

But suppose a shortage in
wheat should develop in the next
three months, what would be the
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situation ? There is a great sur-

plus in other food crops in the
United States, a number of
whioh can be used as substitutes.
Wheat does not constitute more
than 12 per cent of the normal
diet, about the same as poultry
and eggs. Meat and dairy pro-

ducts constitute 48 per cent;
fruits, nuts, sugar, fish, and
other items the remaining 19 per
cent. There are larger supplies
of corn and other grains, meat
animals, dairy products, pro-

ducts, potatoes, and fruit at the
opening of 1915 than for many
years. The most important com-

peting products are corn and po-

tatoes. This is shown by the
fact that while the normal con-

sumption of wheat is 5.3 bushels,
in Maine it is only 4.7 bushels
and in Michigan 5. In the wheat
growing States, where wheat is
abundant, such as Minnesota,
the average is 7.2, whereas in
the South, where corn is much
used, the average is 4 bushels.
Normally about 3 per cent of the
corn crop is consumed as food.
Of our total crop about 80,000,-00- 0

bushels would be used for
animals. The potato production
in the United States averages
3.8 bushels per capita. This year
the available supply is 4.1 bush-

els. The average price of meat
animals was 7 per cent cheaper
in January than a year ago, but-

ter 2 per cent lower, the price of
chickens slightly lower, of pota-

toes 35 per cent lower, and of ap-

ples it was 37 per cent lower.
It would seem that the United
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States is not likely to be threat-
ened with a shortage of food

stuffs. J

Public Men.

Congressman Thomas W. Mi-

ller of Delaware, who i3 a son of
the Governor of that State will

be the "baby member" of the
Sixty-fourt- h Congress. Mr. Mi-

ller has not yet reached his 28th
birthday.

Victor Murdock of Kansas, who
lost his seat in the House by be-

coming a candidate for the Sen-

ate, has been named to succeed
former Senator Dixon of Mon-

tana as chairman of the National
Progressive Committee.

No Southern man has filled out
a term as Vice President since
the day of John C. Breckinridge.
Blair in 1868 and Brown in 1872,

both Missourians, ran, but were
defeated, as was Davis of West
Virginia, who ran in 1904.

Theodore E. Burton of Ohio,
who has just retired from the
United States senate, plans to
sail next week for a long tour of
South America, New Zealand,
Austria, China and Japan. The
object of Mr. Burton's trip is to
gather first-han- d information in

the countries he will visit, and if
possible to promote the friendly
relations between them and the
United States.

Numerous Senators and Rep-

resentatives who favor giving
the vote to women have been en-

gaged to speak in public during
the coming summer in connec-
tion with the wide-sprea- d cam
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paign planned by the Congres-

sional Union of the National
American Woman's Suffrage As-

sociation. Among those who are
expected to be heard in various
States are Senators Clapp of
Minnesota, Shafroth of Color-

ado, Sheppard of Texas, Walsh
of Montana and Borah of Idaho,
and Representatives Mondell of
Wyoming, Bryan of Washington,
Stevens of New Mexico, Mana-ha- n

of Minnesota and Hobson of
Alabama, the two last-nam- ed

now being numbered among the

Miss Thory Morton of Central
College went to Waverly Sun-

day morning for a visit.

Miss Mary Malone of Central
College went to Sedalia Saturday
evening for a brief visit.

Trof. D. F. Conrad went to
Kansas City Monday morning to

spend the day on business.

Mrs. Geo. E. OTIara of Clovis,
N. M., left Monday morning for
Richards, Kansas, after a visit
here with the family of J. O.

Lesueur.

Miss Helen Whittaker return-
ed to her home in Bunceton Mon-

day after a visit here with Dr.
and Mrs. A. E. Rogers.

C. A. Keith went to Warrens-bur- g

Saturday evening on busi-

ness.
Mrs. Robert Wilson went to

Kansas City Monday for a
few days' visit.

Mr. and Mrs. E. F. Mollenkamp
and little son spent Sunday in
Higginsville.
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